Dear Beacon Family,
As we approach a new program and fiscal year at Beacon, we are looking
toward what lies ahead for us as a community of faith in 2019-2020. We are
reflecting on who God is in the world, who God is calling us to be and what work
God is calling us to do.
We've experienced a lot of change over the past year, some challenging, some
wonderful. The leadership of Beacon has invited us to "keep vigil," to be on the
lookout for God working in unexpected ways in our individual lives and the life
of our community. This has invited us to be patient through change, to be
willing to do less so that we can faithfully offer our best to our neighbors, and to
share in the "work" of doing and being church. Folx have shared
their time, energy, and financial resources in a way that has enriched the life of
our community. As we enter into another year of share life and ministry,
opportunities to invest in the work God is doing in and through Beacon
abound. In the pages that follow, we’re sharing with you a bit of where financial
resources go as we do our best to amplify the light that already shines in this
neighborhood and this church.
Each person in this community is an integral part of our foundation, and we
want to help you to understand how your commitments are making a difference
now, and to imagine how they might help us to live into God’s call gather and
shine light in Fishtown/Kensington.
What a privilege it is to be your pastor and your board, and to walk alongside
you in ministry! We don’t take that privilege for granted. Join us, then, in
discerning how you and your family can make a commitment toward amplifying
the light of the Gospel message.
Sincerely,
Rev. Rebecca Blake
Megan Acedo
Natalie Short
Cathy Ryley Hornung
Hannah Johnson
Lauren Duncan
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A Picture of Beacon
by the numbers
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The graph above illustrates how our financial resources are currently allocated, according to categories
that reflect our commitments as a community of faith. Worship & Faith refers to our Sunday gatherings,
and any faith-based formation or education opportunities; Community Growth refers to programming
that aims to grow connections between neighbors (family art workshops, meals, summer open yard);
Civic Engagement refers to programming that contributes to God's justice-work in the world as well as
financial support of local organizations working to strengthen our neighborhood (NKCDC, Hackett
Elementary, etc).
No graph, however, tells the whole story, or includes all the numbers. Of our broader area, Beacon is one
of three churches that is open and affirming of our LGBTQ+ siblings; the only church with a woman
pastor; and the only church with a membership structure that allows for those still discerning their
beliefs to be formally welcomed in the community. In short, the numbers tell us a lot, but they don't tell
us everything.

Beacon’s budget 2019-2020
$18,500

EXPECTED INCOME
Offering Plate & Online Donations
$25,000
$2,000

Church Partnerships
Annual Appeal
$7,000
$26,760

Secular & Presbytery Grants
Rental Income
$32,084

Building Expenses (rent, repairs as needed)
$8,650

$14,900

$111,344

Previous Year Funds
TOTAL INCOME

Infrastructure Costs (internet, insurance, PR)

$3,200

EXPECTED EXPENSES

Supplies (program, office, food & beverage)

$1,500

$5,293

$106,051

$1,350

$75,901

$550

Mission Giving
Pastoral Care Discretionary Funds
Staff Expenses (salary, continuing ed,
insurance)
Family Leave Staff Support
TOTAL EXPENSES

POTENTIAL OVERFLOW
Income minus expenses

72%

6%
2%

24%

EXPECTED INCOME

22%

17%

29%

EXPECTED EXPENSES

14%

8%
3%
1%
1%

Offering Plate & Online Donations
Church Partnerships
Annual Appeal
Secular & Presbytery Grants

Rental Income
Previous Year Funds

Building Expenses
Infrastructure Costs
Supplies
Mission Giving
Pastoral Care Discretionary Funds
Staff Expenses

Our Commitment Runs Deep

“How much should I give?” This is not an unusual question, but there’s no one answer across the
board. We hope you can be generous with your financial resources in a way that gives you joy in
recognizing your part of bringing about the Kingdom of God. Below are examples of how some
families think about their giving, in the hopes that one or more might resonate with you:
I give at least as much to the church as I spend on my gym membership each month, to
recognize that my spiritual health is equally important to my physical health.
I choose a monthly bill every year and commit to giving the church the same amount.
Each year I choose one that’s a little higher than the one I matched the year before.
My partner and I keep track of how much we spend on coffee each week, and we try to
put at least that much into the offering plate.
I used to give to the church whatever was left at the end of the month, but now it’s the
first thing I budget. Basically, I’ve decided that it matters, so I’ve made it a priority in
my giving and spending.

Together, we can gather, reflect, and amplify the light in so many more ways than we ever could
alone. To that end, we invite you to join in making one of the commitments below, as we continue
to work toward bringing about the Kin-dom of God in the world today and for generations to come.
In order to have an accurate projection of our income, it is ideal is to receive financial offerings by
way of regular (weekly/bi-weekly/monthly) giving, either via the offering basket in worship or
automated digital giving online. For more information about how to give directly from a financial
institution or investment fund, please reach out to us via email: info@thewordatbeacon.org
Making these deeper commitments on September 29 will allow us to have a better idea of what is
possible, feasible, and responsible for 2019-2020.

Learn more & access all the methods of giving to Beacon:
Name (individual/couple/family) ______________________________________________________________
I/we set a goal to give _______ per month in 2019-2020. I/we commit to doing the following on
or near September 29, as a deeper commItment to the current and future life and ministry of Beacon Church:

I/we will set up regular, automated giving for the first time.
I/we will increase the amount of our current regular, automated giving.
I/we will not use automated giving, but prefer to give through check, cash, or online as noted on the weekly worship card, or
directly through my/our financial institution.
Please fill out, tear this slip off, and bring it to worship on September 29, when we’ll receive them as an offering during worship.

